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*English version of this newsletter will follow the Japanese version.
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1 Useful Information About Hokkaido

[Notices from Hokkaido Municipalities]

~ Kushiro area, Shibecha Town, Takikawa City, Nayoro City and Akabira City
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[Kushiro area Tourism Information]
@ Steam Locomotive “Fuyu-no-Shitsugen Train” (winter wetlands train)

The steam locomotive Fuyu-no-Shitsugen Train is a limited time special train that travels
from January to February on the JR Senmo Main Line from Kushiro Station to Shibecha
Station.

Fuyu-no-Shitsugen Train is a feature of winter in Kushiro tourism and runs mainly on
weekends. On every weekend, numerous train fans gather in Kushiro station to take this
now-precious train.

This train runs rather slowly compared to regular trains, meandering through the silvery
white Kushiro Wetlands, during which passengers can spot various wild species such as
Japanese red-crowned cranes and Ezoshika deer that inhabit the wetlands.

You can enjoy the retro atmosphere decorated with lamplights and potbelly stoves in the

car. Why don’t you take a ride on the Fuyu-no-Shitsugen train this winter?

¥ HP for JR Hokkaido “Fuyu-no-Shitsugen” train

https://www.jrhokkaido.co.jp/travel/sl/ (Japanese)

@ Facebook for Kushiro Area information in English and Chinese
You can visit Facebook pages for Kushiro Area information in English and Traditional
Chinese, as well as Japanese.
The page periodically offers information on tourist spots, seasonal topics, and local

specialties.

¥ Facebook pages
https://m.facebook.com/kushirotourism/ (English)

https://m.facebook.com/kushirofan/ (Traditional Chinese)

[Shibecha Town Tourism Information]
O You will find tourism promotion video and tourism information pamphlets of Shibecha town
from the following link. Multilingual pamphlets are also prepared so that foreign residents and

tourists from overseas can enjoy the charms of the town.

YFor more information, check out the link below.
http://town.shibecha.hokkaido.jp/kankou/
(Tourism pamphlets : Japanese, English, CT, CS, and Korean)

[Takikawa City Information]

@ Retired fire-fighting vehicle starts a new life in Mongolia!!


http://town.shibecha.hokkaido.jp/kankou/

Yokozuna grand champion Hakuho, a Mongolian-born sumo wrestler, was inaugurated as
a tourism ambassador (now as an honorary tourism ambassador) of Takikawa City in 2010.
In our gratitude for his inauguration and in order to realize Yokozuna Hakuho's dream to
produce rice in Mongolia, Takikawa City began accepting agriculture trainees from the
Ovorhangay province of Mongolia starting from 2011. Then, in 2018, a friendship city
agreement between Ovorhangay province and Takikawa city was signed.

Last year, the Governor of Ovorhangay paid a visit to Takikawa City and told about the lack
of fire trucks, and then Takikawa city decided to send a retired fire track. The truck with
“TAKIKAWA” written on the body arrived in the province in last May and started working for
fire prevention in the area.

This bilateral relation started from agricultural training program, and has now taken root in
the hearts of citizens in both communities. We are so grateful that these strong ties have not

only persevered but gotten stronger in the face of this pandemic crisis.

@  “You can beat COVID-19!” Video message project
~ Cheer for sister cities in the States~

Takikawa City created video messages to support the City of Springfield which has a sister
city relationship, and the Town of Longmeadow which has a friendship agreement with
Takikawa City. Takikawa staff hailing from the USA worked to put together this project.

About 30 citizens including the City mayor, the president of Takikawa International

Exchange Association, junior and senior high school students who had been dispatched as
delegation members within the past 3 years, and staff from the city appeared in the video,
and delivered a message “Our hearts are strongly tied” and “You can beat COVID-19!”

The staff of Springfield and Longmeadow made comments saying “We are so moved by
the heartfelt messages” and “Even though we can’t meet due to the pandemic, our
relationship and connections to each other remain strong!”

Thanks to this project, we could deepen our friendships, even without face-to-face

interactions during the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Nayoro City Tourism Information]
@ Kitasubaru Astronomy Observatory in Nayoro
The Kitasubaru Astronomy Observatory opened in 2010. Here you can experience a
reflecting telescope with the largest aperture of any telescope in Japan and state-of-the art

planetarium. You also can command a great view of the city from the 2" floor.

Address: 157-1 Nisshin, Nayoro-shi, Hokkaido, 096-0066
Phone: 01654-2-3956
H P : https://nayoro-star.jp/kitasubaru/index.html (Japanese)



@ Nayoro Piyashiri Ski Resort
The Nayoro Piyashiri Ski Resort is less than 10km to the north east of central Nayoro City
with 9 slopes for beginner and advanced skiers. They claim some of the best snow in
Hokkaido, and even have two ski-jump hills close to the resort base. Nayoro Onsen Sun
Pillar is a hot-spring located near the ski resort where you can rest and warm yourself in hot

spring after skiing

Address: Nisshin, Nayoro-shi, Hokkaido
Phone: 01654-2-1180
H P : http://www.nayoro.co.jp/piyashiri/top/ (Japanese)

[ Akabira City Tourism Information]
O Guidance Facility for Former Sumitomo Akabira Coal Mine Heritage
This guidance facility offers information about the coal mine heritage of Akabira city. You
can have a guide who used to work for the coal mine and see the inside of buildings such as

the shaft tower of the “Former Sumitomo Akabira Coal Mine”

Address: 485 Aza Akabira, Akabira-shi, Hokkaido, 079-1143

Phone: 0125-74-6505

HP: https://www.city.akabira.hokkaido.jp/docs/2018071100039.html (Japanese)
Hours: 9:30 AM — 5:00 PM

Closure: Mondays and Tuesdays (except to National Holiday)
12/31to 1/5

2 Useful Information About Hokkaido

[Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center]

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located in the 12th floor of the Hokkaido
Government Annex Building.

From visas and residence cards, to employment, pensions, and taxes, if you are facing any
issues in your life here in Hokkaido, please feel free to contact Hokkaido Foreign Resident

Support Center — we can help!

¥¢ For more information, check out the links below.

Homepage: http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/

(12 languages, including Japanese, English, Chinese, and more!)

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support
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2 Employment Information for International Students

[Internship program for foreign students]

Don’'t miss your chance to participate in an internship and build your work experience in a
Japanese company!

Before the internship starts, participants will attend a preparatory seminar, where you can
review and brush up your knowledge of Basic Business Japanese Language and business

communication skills.

Y For more details and registration, visit the site below.
http://www.ryugakusei-support.com/student/intern/intern.html (Japanese)
http://www.ryugakusei-support.com/en/student/intern/intern.html (English)

http://www.ryugakusei-support.com/china/student/intern/intern.html (Chinese)

3 Japanese Language Learning Information
[Online Japanese Lesson ~ NIHONGO BANK]

Taking advantage of “Zoom”, you can regularly study daily Japanese conversation,

Japanese grammar, and vocabulary.

[Lesson Day] Every Wednesday 19 : 00~19 : 30 (30 min.)
[Target] Individuals who understand daily Japanese conversation (approx. N3 — N5)
[Things to prepare] Zoom Cloud Meetings

Smartphone or Computer

Wi-Fi Connection

[Fee] Free of charge

YcFor more details and registration, visit the site below.
https://www.career-
bank.co.jp/form/nihongo/form2.htmI?fbclid=IwAR2BbQ4Ir6NCy5¢cZZP163GaFdF6eNgknJO
UbR-8aUAyfZBeykusc6BAbLhs (Japanese, English)

% The following tests are subject to cancellation. Please make sure to visit official websites

before you apply.

[BJT ~ Business Japanese Proficiency Test]

10
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The BJT is a test to measure your proficiency in communicating in the Japanese language
required in business settings. You can apply to the exam as an individual or in a group. If you

are taking the exam as an individual, access the™ Pearson VUE online reservation site.

*For more details and registration, visit the site below.
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)

[J.TEST ~ Test of Practical Japanese]

J. TEST is atest to objectively measure Japanese proficiency, and more than 70000 people,

including international students, office workers, and Japanese language school students, from

13 countries take the test.

“For more details and registration, visit the site below

https://j-test.jp/ (Japanese)

[Monozukuri Nihongo Kentei]

The MNK test is aimed mainly at people who currently work or aspire to work at a Japanese
company overseas. With an online education and training system that consists of e-learning

and exams, it can be widely used by people who want to learn practical Japanese efficiently.

cFor more details and registration, visit the site below

http://www.monoken.org/ (Japanese, English)

(fR& - #17] ABAFAEALBEERRKR - HHBEL 22—
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https://www.pearsonvue.co.jp/Clients/BJT.aspx
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/
https://j-test.jp/
http://www.monoken.org/
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/

XEEY 1 b (Links to relevant sites)

- bEERL U HRIE (HEFE) / The Red Brick Bulletin
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm

-tEERLUARIE (REE / <AdBEE>
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido akarenga ch.htm

- biEER L U HBE (BEFE) / oI S46
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido _akarenga kr.htm

- JLEER K E#R (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention Information)
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT, CS, Korean, Russian)

- JbiEE S IR ELREAE Good Day dbifE:E (Hokkaido Official Tourism Website) https://www.visit-
hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT, CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_ch.htm
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_kr.htm
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/

