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1 Useful Information About Hokkaido
[Notices from Hokkaido Municipalities
~ Rikubetsu, Akkeshi, Shibetsu, Sunagawa, Takikawa and Kushiro]

[Rikubetsu town- Information for tourists]

Since 1997, Rikubetsu has been designated as having one of the top 10 night sky views in
Japan by the Ministry of Environment. Rikubetsu also hosts the Rikubetsu Space-Earth
Science Museum (colloquially known as the Forest-Galaxy Observatory); built amongst the
verdant forest so that visitors can enjoy the rich nature of the town while watching stars in
the sky.

The observatory boasts a 115 cm reflecting telescope, which is among the largest of any
public observatory in Japan. In the observatory you can also find four smaller 30cm-sized
small telescopes, a set of 15cm-sized binoculars, and a quadruple solar telescope.

There are also several other attractions Rikubetsu town, and events such as Shibare festival
(an event that challenges participants to endure the freezing coldness).

Please consider a visit to Rikubetsu town!

Homepage: https://tokachibare.jp/

[Akkeshi Town Tourism Information)

1 About Akkeshi Town
Akkeshi town is located in southeastern Hokkaido surrounded by abundant nature. In 1993,
Akkeshi lake and Bekanbeushi-shitsugen were designated as Ramsar sites. Furthermore,
on March 30, 2021, Akkeshi-Kiritappu-Konbumori National Park was designated as a quasi-
national park.


https://tokachibare.jp/

2 Akkeshi Oysters
Akkeshi is known as a famed oyster producer. Akkeshi oysters are the only Japanese
oysters available year-round. Kakiemon, a brand of pure Akkeshi oysters is small shelled
with sweet, rich meat. Other brands of oysters such as Benten Kaki and Maruemon are also
famous.

3 Whiskey Production in Akkeshi Town

Just like Islay in Scotland, the home of Scottish whiskey, Akkeshi town has pure and clean
air with thick and salty fog sweeping in from the sea. This recemblence to Islay inspired the
opening of the Akkeshi Distillery in 2016. The whiskies producced in the distilaries use pure
Akkeshi peat, barleys and casks made from the rare Mizunara Oak resulting in a subtle
blossoming flavor. Akkeshi whiskies have recieved several awards and attract attention
from all over the world.

4 Cape Aikappu

Cape Aikappu sits atop an 80-meter-high cliff that juts into the Akkeshi bay. From here you
can enjoy beautiful views of the Chikushikoi coastline, and the Daikoku and Kojima islands.
On clear days, the mountain range of Akan and Shari also come into view. The spot is
popular with couples as it is home to the "bell arch of love", a bell believed to bring love to
those who ring it.

5 Ayamegahara Wild Iris Garden

This sprawling garden boasts over 100 hectares of the Akkeshi town flower, the iris, which is
in peak bloom from mid-June to early July. In addition to the iris, there are over 100 different
varieties of plants and flowers to be enjoyed in the garden, including showy orchids and
buttercups. The garden also boasts a magnificent view of the Pacific Ocean coastline.

6 Nenohi Park

Nenohi Park is a famous spot for cherry blossom viewing in Hokkaido. Amoung the
aproximetly 1200 trees are 10 varities of cherry trees, such as the Chishima Cherry Tree
and the Sargent Cherry Tree, the Akkeshi town tree. In the Cherry Tree Sample Garden,
located at the top of a hill in the park, you can also see the Fugenzou cherry blossom, a
variety which is rare in Hokkaido. The best time to see the cherry blossoms is around early
to late May.

The Nenohi Park hosts the "Akkeshi Cherry Blossom and Oyster Festival" in spring, and the
Akkeshi Oyster Festival in fall. It is a spot for relazation popular with many people.

7 Roadside Rest Area “Akkeshi Gourmet Park”

The “Akkeshi Gourmet Park” is located on a hill with a panoramic view of Akkeshi bay and
Akkeshi lake. The spot has been named the #1 Roadside Rest Area in the Hokkaido Japan
Travel Magazine’s gourmet category for 12 consecutive years. In the restaurant on the
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second floor you can experience cooking the towns oysters, and other vareities of seafood,
by yourself. And, on the first floor, there is a wide selection of local souvenirs.

[Shibetsu City Tourism Information]
1 Hitsuji-to-Kumo-no Oka- Sheep Park
The Sheep Park, located in west Shibetsu, is home to the city’s beloved symbol, the Suffolk
sheep. Here, you can watch, interact with, and even feed the sheep grazing in the grass.
On top of a hill the park you can find the "Shepherd’s House" restaurant. Sheep from all
over the world can be found at the "Sheep of the World Museum" where you can also take
part sheep-wool craft activities and watch live performances of sheep shearing and
sheepdog herding.
Address: 5531, Nishi-shibetsu cho, Shibetsu city, 095-0056
TEL: 0165-22-2991
Business hours: 10:00 — 15:00 (restaurant)
9:00 — 16:00 (museum and gallery) *winter-time
Homepage: http://hitsujitokumo.net

2 Mount Teshio

Mount Teshio is the tallest mountain in the Kitami Mountain Range located in the
northern part of Hokkaido. On January 6th 1978 a 9,369 hectare area souronding the
mountain was designated as the Teshiodake Prefectural Natural Park. The mountain ridge
is home to many alpine plants such as Rhododendron japonicum. In addition, the foot of the
mountain is home to many birds such as black woodpeckers and other paruses and foxes,
as well as red foxes and brown bears.

Homepage:

https://www.city.shibetsu.lg.jp/www/contents/1273200880015/index.htmlhttps://city.shibetsu
1g.jp/wwwi/contents/1273200880015/index.html

3 lwaonai Lake

Iwaonai Lake sits above the dam of Teshio River. lwaonai Ohashi Bridge is reflected on
the surface of the lake, a display of harmony between nature and human-made architecture.
At the Iwaonai Lake Campsite, visitors can enjoy a leisurely time fishing, canoeing and

boating at the lake.

(lwaonai Lake Campsite)
Open: from May 1 to September 30
Operating hours with staff: from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on May, June, and September
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on July and August
Facilities: lavatory, coin-operated shower, coin laundry, and kitchen
TEL: 0165-282880

Homepage: https://www.city.shibetsu.lg.jp/www/contents/1251246164628/index.html

[Sunagawa City Tourism Information~ Sunagawa- a city to relax with a sweet~]
1 Sunagawa Sweet Road
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Coal mines once flourished around Sunagawa City, and the workers ate sweets to
recover from their hard work. Due to this tradition, Sunagawa City is still dotted with many
confectionery shops and cafes.

In Sunagawa city, also called "Sunagawa Sweet Road,” there are many delicious
confections that shine with the individuality of each store.

% For more information, check out the link below.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarkshttp://hitsujitokumo.net/

2 Sunagawa Highway Oasis (Sunagawa Service Area on the Hokkaido Expressway)
Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located within the "Hokkaido Kodomono-Kuni" and directly
connected to the north and southbound carriageways of the Hokkaido Expressway. It is
called an oasis as the vast nature surrounding the area heals visitors from their travel
fatigue.

Local Sunagawa shops, and a wide range of souvenirs from famous Hokkaido
establishments can be found, along with a dining area.

The second floor is a multipurpose hall that can be used for meetings, etc. It is also used
as an open playground space for young children.

Y« For more information, check out the link below.
Homepage: https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

3 Sunagawa Oasis Park
Sunagawa Oasis Park is a waterside recreation area built around what was once part of
the Ishikari River. The pond is 100 hectares, and you can enjoy yachting, canoeing and
fishing at the waterside.
The nature trail around the pond is a popular place to take walks, and watch the wild birds,
whereas you can enjoy such things as jogging, barbecues and dog walking in the park
itself.
It is an oasis for residents that provides a relaxing space to spend your time.

s For more information, check out the link below.
Homepage: https://sunagawa-kankou.com/en/

Click here for other inbound compatible sites: https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

[Takikawa City Tourism Information — Takikawa Sky Park - ]

Takikawa is a city that has a strong connection with the sky, and is a hub for a variety of
Skysports.

Takikawa Sky Park is an airfield that is a 20-minute walk from the JR Takikawa station,
specializing in planes that don’t use engines- Gliders!
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Takikawa Sky Park offers Glider experience flights, where you can enjoy an unrestricted
scenic view of the many farms, fields and famous mountains of Hokkaido from a unique
perspective, all while enjoying the serenity of soaring through the sky.

Experience flights are available for everyone from ages 10 and up! The experienced pilots of
Takikawa Sky Park will be your guide, allowing you to enjoy your flight safely and comfortably.

- Summer Sky Festival 2022 —
Takikawa Sky Park is hosting a Skysports festival!
Date/Time: Sunday, July 31 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Place: Takikawa Sky Park, Nakajima-cho 139-4, Takikawa-shi
Program: Aerobatic show using an acrobatic glider, barnstorming, free glider experience
flights, and more!
(Please visit the Takikawa Sky Park homepage for more information.)

*Homepage

https://en.takikawaskypark.jp/

[Kushiro City Tourism Information]

1 An Enchanted Night Walk at Lake Akan” Kamuy Lumina” ~

At Lake Akan Onsen (hot spring) located in Akan Mashu National Park, an enchanting
night walk called “Kamuy Lumina” is open until 19" November.
Kamuy Lumina is based on a song (a folk song of the god of owl) passed down through
generations by the Ainu, an indigenous people of Hokkaido, and is co-created by a
Canadian multimedia entertainment company “Moment Factory” together with residents of
Lake Akan Onsen.

The story conceals a message of “Harmony with Nature” which is rooted in Ainu culture,
and the digital performance was designed so that many people could easily enjoy and
learn about the Ainu culture and their relationship and connection with nature.
During the night walk, you will experience video projection, scenography, cutting-edge
digital technology which projects the images of animals, and interactive experiences

utilizing the geographical and scenic characteristics of Lake Akan. Why don’t you try this?

¥ An Enchanted Night Walk at Lake Akan “Kamuy Lumina”
Address: 5-20, 1-chome, Akanko-onsen, Akan-cho, Kushiro City
TEL: 0154-65-7121 (Akan Adventure Tourism)
URL : http://www.kamuylumina.jp/en/

2 Kushiro Shitsugen National Park (Kushiro Marshland)
Kushiro Marshland, located in the eastern part of Hokkaido, were the first wetlands to be
registered under Japan’s Ramsar Convention in 1980. It is the largest spanning area of
wetlands in Japan, holding Kushiro river and its river tributaries.
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You can see the Tancho (Japanese crane) and Siberian salamander which are designated
as a Special Natural Treasure of Japan. In addition, the Kushiro Shitsugen were
designated as a National Park in 1987, and mid parts of the wetlands where untouched
nature remains are strictly protected.

The Kushiro Shitsugen are inhabited by over 170 species of wild birds, and visited by a
number of bird-watchers from around the world.

The Tancho, which stands for the Kushiro Shitsugen were called “saruronkamui” which
means of the “god of wetland” by the Ainu, the indigenous people of Hokkaido.

In winter, you can observe wild cranes nearby where a feeding station for the red-crowned
crane sets.

You can command a great view of the wetlands and Kushiro river below from the top of
the two observatories near the marshland. If you wish to get closer to the nature of the
wetlands, you can also enjoy field sports such as a canoe trip and horse-riding and more.
We, Kushiro International Wetland Centre (KIWC), is committed to introducing the local
special charms and its values such as natural environment, history and culture after the
Kushiro Wetlands were designated as one of the Ramsar sites. At the same time, KIWC
have been conducting ecotourism which enhances the environmental conservation.
Please visit us to join various programs to be touched and charmed!

[Kushiro International Wetland Centre]
Homepage: http://www.kiwc.net/english/
TEL: 0154-32-3110
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kushiroKIWC/

[Kushiro Shitsugen National Park Liaison Association]
Homepage: https://www.kushiro-shitsugen-np.jp/
TEL: 0154-31-4594

[Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center]

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is in the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government
Annex Building.

From visas and residence cards, to employment, pensions, and taxes, if you are facing any
issues in your life here in Hokkaido, please feel free to contact the Hokkaido Foreign Resident
Support Center — we can help! You can consult in person, via phone, online video calls (Zoom,
Skype), SNS (LINE, Facebook, WeChat, WhatsApp, KakaoTalk), or e-mail.

¥¢ For more information, check out the links below.

Homepage: http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/

(12 languages, including Japanese, English, Chinese, and more!)

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support
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2 Employment Information for International Students
[Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2023]

The Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2023 has been published.

You can download a PDF version from the link below. |
https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study_j/job/gquide.html%234 (Japanese)
https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/ryugaku/after study j/job/guide.html (English)
https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study_j/job/guide.html#4 (CS)
https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after study j/job/guide.htmi#5 (CT)
https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study j/job/guide.htmi#6 (Korean)

[Japan Alumni Global Network]

This network is for foreign nationals who have studied in Japan as an international student, and
provides the latest information on Japan, employment support information, first-hand
experiences etc. that are useful for life after your time as an international student. Please follow
the following Facebook account.

¥ Japan Alumni Global Network

https://www.facebook.com/jasso.japanalumniglobalnetwork

3 Japanese Language Learning Information

* The following tests may be subject to cancellation. Please make sure to visit official websites
before you apply.

[JLPT ~ Japanese Language Proficiency Test])

The JLPT is a reliable means of evaluating and certifying the Japanese proficiency of non-native
speakers, and is now the largest scale Japanese language test in the world.

In addition to measuring Japanese proficiency, the merits of the JLPT also include influencing
academic qualifications, use in employment screening and evaluation for promotions and pay

raises as well as use of as a form of qualification. The JLPT has five levels: N1, N2, N3, N4,
and N5.

Second Test
Test Date: Sunday, December 4, 2022
Venues: In Japan or overseas

YcFor more details and registration, visit the site below.
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[BJT ~ Business Japanese Proficiency Test]

The BJT is a test to measure your communication proficiency of the Japanese language required
in a business setting. You can apply for the exam as an individual or in a group. If you are taking

the exam as an individual, access the™ Pearson VUE online reservation site.

YcFor more details and registration, visit the site below.
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/  (Japanese, English)

[J.TEST ~ Test of Practical Japanese]

J. TEST is a test to objectively measure Japanese proficiency, and every year about 60,000
individuals from 13 countries take the test, including international students, office workers, and

Japanese language school students.

- 164" test
Test Date: Sunday, September 11, 2022
Application period: Friday, July 15, 2022 to Wednesday, August 17, 2022

- 165! test
Test Date: Sunday, November 6, 2022
Application period: Friday, September 16, 2022 to Wednesday, October 12, 2022

[Monozukuri Nihongo Kentei MNK]

The MNK test is aimed mainly at people who are currently working at or hope to work at
Japanese companies overseas. An online education and training system that consists of e-
learning and exams, this test can be widely used by people who want to learn practical

Japanese efficiently.

*For more details and registration, visit the site below

http://www.monoken.org/ (Japanese, English)
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T060-0003 ALMRm kXt 357 7 TH EFHIEE 12 B
Hokkaido Govt. Annex BLDG 12th floor, West7 North3, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-
0003
TEL: +81-11-221-7840
HP: http://www.hiecc.or.jp/
A —ILIHD UBEFOERZEIL glpn@hiecc.orjp * —ILEL &L,

% If you wish to register or withdraw, please send an message to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

XEAEHY A b (Links to relevant sites)

- dbEER L U HEE (¥EEE) / The Red Brick Bulletin
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm

- LBERL OHBE (REE) / <AdFEE>
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html|

- biEERL U ABE (BEFE) / oI §46
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido akarenga_kr.htm

- JLEER K 1E#R (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention Information)
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT, CS, Korean, Russian)

- LB E SR IR FEAEHE Good Day JtiEiE (Hokkaido Official Tourism Website)
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT, CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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