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*An English version of this newsletter fol lows

the Japanese version.
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https://www. bousai-hokkaido. jp/ (Japanese,
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. i EHH IR E A HOKKAIDO LOVE! (Hokkaido
Official Tourism Website)
https://www. visit-hokkaido. jp/ (Japanese
English, CT, CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)

HIECC E-mail Newsletter Vol. 22

(December 2022)

The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents
who had live in the prefecture.

1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Kushiro City, Yubari
City, Sunagawa City, Shikabe Town, and Suttsu Town
About the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center

2. Information from the Hokkaido Government

3. Information on Employment

4. Information on Learning Japanese
Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST)
Japanese Language NAT-TEST


https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

1. Useful information about Hokkaido

Information from Municipalities — Kushiro City, Yubari
City, Sunagawa City, Shikabe Town, and Suttsu Town

Kushiro City Tourism Information

(1) Kushiro-shitsugen Wildlife Center

This facility protects, treats, and releases rare birds such as
white-tailed eagles, Steller's sea eagles, and Blakiston's fish
owls, and introduces conservation efforts and ecological
information on endangered wildlife through panels and
dioramas in an easy-to-understand manner.

Hours: 9:30—16:30 (Apr.—Oct.)

9:30—16:00 (Nov.—Mar.)
Closed: Wednesdays, Year-end and New Year holidays
(Dec. 28—Jan. 4)
Address: 2-2101 Hokuto, Kushiro, Hokkaido
Tel: 0154-56-2565
https://www.env.go.ip/nature/kisho/wildlifecenter/kushiro-

shitsugen.html

(2) Institute for Raptor Biomedicine Japan

The Institute for Birds of Prey Medical Research conducts
lifetime breeding of animals that have been protected due
to injury or disease and cannot be returned to the wild.

A backyard tour (fee required) is available to learn more
about the conditions of the individuals being kept for life
and conservation efforts.

Tel: 0154-56-3465

Backyard tours (fee required): Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays (except Wednesdays when the museum is closed)
From 1:00 p.m. for about 30 minutes (reception no later
than 12:30 p.m.)

http://www.irbj.net/

Yubari City Tourist Information

(1) Mount Racey Ski Resort

This ski resort offers a spectacular view from the top of the
mountain, not only of the city, but also of the area from the
direction of Sapporo City in Hokkaido to the Sea of Japan.
Since it is close to New Chitose Airport, Hokkaido's air
gateway, it attracts many tourists during the season. The
slopes boast a maximum run length of 3,500 meters and a


https://www.env.go.jp/nature/kisho/wildlifecenter/kushiro-shitsugen.html
https://www.env.go.jp/nature/kisho/wildlifecenter/kushiro-shitsugen.html
http://www.irbj.net/

maximum slope angle of 45°, allowing visitors to
experience high-quality powder snow. With a variety of
course layouts, both beginners and advanced skiers can
enjoy skiing.

https://mountracey-resort.com/

(2) Lake Shuparo

Lake Shuparo is a dammed lake where visitors can enjoy
the mountainous and beautiful nature of Yubari City with
Mt. Yubari, known as one of Japan's “100 most famous
mountains for flowers,” in the background. At the bottom
of the lake lies the Kashima area, a coal mining town
where up to 20,000 people once lived. The nostalgic
scenery of the area, with its dead trees and arched bridges
peeking out from the surface of the lake, reminds us of the
prosperity that once existed here. In winter, the area is
blanketed in white snow, so be careful not to lose track of
time!
https://www.city.yubari.lg.jp/kanko/miruasobutaiken/syupa
roko.html

(3) Introduction of foreigners active in the region
Regional Development Cooperation Volunteers
(Tourism Promotion Support)

Regional Development Cooperation Volunteers are in
charge of tasks related to tourism in Yubari City. In
addition to promoting Yubari City at various festivals and
events in and outside the city, the volunteers widely
disseminate tourism and event information on the city
website and their social media. In mid-December of this
year, the volunteers will hold an international exchange
event “Yubari International Exchange Plaza” in the city as
a lecturer to share Chinese history and culture. They also
plan to hold Chinese language classes for citizens in
February 2023.

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/yubarrricity.chioko

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/yubarichioko/

Regional Development Cooperation Volunteers
(Support for Children and Childcare)

Regional Development Cooperation Volunteers support
children and students under the age of 18 through various
events held in the city and at schools, and communicate
with citizens through social and other media to share
information on these events. In February 2023, they plan to
hold an exchange program with high school students
regarding the geographical environment of their hometown
and Chinese cuisine.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/yubarikko



https://mountracey-resort.com/
https://www.facebook.com/yubarrricity.chioko
https://www.instagram.com/yubarichioko/
https://www.facebook.com/yubarikko

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/yubarikko/

Sunagawa City Tourism Information

(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets
shops and cafes.

In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book

marks

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis

Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido
Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also
available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

(3) Sunagawa Oasis Park

This waterside recreation area was created on the site of the
former Ishikari River. The waterfront recreation area covers
an area of 100 hectares, where visitors can enjoy yachting,
canoeing, fishing, and other activities. The surrounding
footpaths allow visitors to fully enjoy nature walks and bird
watching, and the park is an “oasis” for citizens, providing
a relaxing space for jogging, barbequing, dog walking, and
other activities.

https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/

Shikabe Town Tourist Information

(1) Roadside Station Shikabe Intermittent Spring Park
This is an interactive roadside station that focuses on hot
springs and seafood. Visitors can enjoy a tour of the
intermittent spring, which is very rare in Japan, a footbath,
a store with many processed marine products such as
“Shikabe Tarako,” a local specialty, a “hot spring steam
restaurant” where you can eat seafood and vegetables
steamed with steam from the hot spring, and meals at the
Hama no Kaasan Shokudo (Mother on the beach


https://www.instagram.com/yubarikko/
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp/
https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/

restaurant) prepared by the famous Kaasans (Mothers) of
the Women's Division of the Fisheries Cooperative.

Address: 18-1 Aza Shikabe, Shikabe, Kayabe-gun,
Hokkaido 041-1402

Tel: 01372-7-5655

Fax: 01372-7-7733

(Shikabe Shoku to Umaimono-kan)

Hours

Mar. 20—Nov 30.

Mon.—Thu. 09:00—17:00 / Fri.—Sun. & national holidays
08:30-18:00

Dec. 1-Mar. 19

Mon.—Thu. 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. / Fri.—Sun. & national
holidays 09:00-18:00

(Shikabe Intermittent Spring Park)

Mar. 20—Nov. 30

Mon.—Thu. 09:00—17:00 / Fri.—Sun. & national holidays
08:30—18:00

Dec. 1-Mar. 19

Mon.—Thu. 10:00—15:00 / Fri.—Sun. & national holidays
09:00-18:00

Admission: Adults 300 yen; Children (elementary/junior
high school students): 200 yen

* Admission fee includes footbath fee.
https://shikabe—tara.com/

(2) Shikabe Park

Shikabe Park, with its riverbed for kawaasobi (enjoying
oneself on a river), walking paths, and athletic equipment,
is a popular place for people to relax and enjoy the cherry
blossoms. Every spring, about 300 cherry trees are in full
bloom, attracting many cherry blossom-viewing visitors
and students’ field trips. Visitors can also relax on the well-
kept lawn and enjoy the seasonal flowers and plants, such
as Japanese snowball (Viburnum plicatum) in the summer
and mountain ash (Sorbus commixta) in the fall.

(Open period) All year round

*The parking lot and restrooms are closed from the
beginning of December to the end of March during the
winter due to snow accumulation.

Address: Aza Shikabe, Shikabe, Kayabe-gun, Hokkaido
Food and Tourism Promotion Office, Fisheries Economy
Division, Shikabe Town Office

Tel: 01372-7-5293

Fax: 01372-7-3086
https://www.town.shikabe.lg.jp/soshiki/kanko_suishin/gyo



https://shikabe−tara.com/
https://www.town.shikabe.lg.jp/soshiki/kanko_suishin/gyomu/2/3/795.html

mu/2/3/795 .html

Other: inbound website
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Tourist information of Suttsu Town

(1) Roadside Station Minatomare Suttsu

Visitors can enjoy hot coffee, “Suttsu hokke meshi,” a new
local delicacy of Suttsu Town, and ramen noodles topped
with seafood while gazing at the fishing boats lined up at
the fishing port of Suttsu.

The menu changes depending on the season.

Address: 29-1, Aza-Oiso-machi, Suttsu, Suttsu-gun, 048-
0404

Tel: 0136-62-2550

Hours: Summer (Apr.—Sept.) 9:00—18:00 / Winter
(Oct.—Mar.) 9:00—17:00

http://suttufan.com/

(2) Suttsu Onsen Yubetsu no Yu

There are two different types of hot springs: “a place for
healing (chloride spring)” and “a hot spring for beautiful
skin (sulfur spring). In addition, every Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, bathers can enjoy a basil bath using “Kaze no
Basil” grown in the town in the Jacuzzi bath. The fresh
basil leaves used in the basil bath are high in beta-carotene,
which boosts the immune system and has antibacterial
effects.

Address: 462 Shimoyubetsu, Aza-Yubetsu-cho, Suttsu,
Suttsu-gun, 048-0414

Tel: 0136-64-5211

Hours: 10:30-21:00

http://yubetsunoyu.com/

(3) Nishin Goten Masanoya Suttsu Branch

This soba shop was renovated from the storehouse of the
former Hashimoto family, a historical building from the era
when herring fishing flourished. The restaurant serves soba
noodles with a smooth texture that makes full use of the
original flavor of soba, and offers a limited-time-only menu
using seasonal ingredients produced in Suttsu. The
restaurant offers a panoramic view of Suttsu Bay and the
Suttsu Town wind power generation facility.

*The menu changes depending on the season.

Address: 14 Arito, Aza-Utasutsu-cho, Suttsu, Suttsu-gun,
048-0415
Tel: 0136-64-5677


https://www.town.shikabe.lg.jp/soshiki/kanko_suishin/gyomu/2/3/795.html
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa
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Hours: Apr.—Oct. 11:00—16:00

Nov.—Mar.: 11:00—15:00
Closed: Wednesday
https://suttufan.com/tourism/foods/food-18/

About the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center
The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located
on the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government Annex
Building.

Please feel free to contact the Hokkaido Foreign Resident
Support Center if you have any problems in your daily life,
such as residence (visa), work, tax, pension, etc. Various
social media (Facebook, LINE, WeChat, Skype, WhatsApp,
Kakao Talk) are also available.

¥ For more information, please visit
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/ (in 12 languages including
Japanese, English, Chinese, etc.)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

2. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Request for a Questionnaire on Japanese Language
Study

Hokkaido is making various efforts to ensure that foreign
residents can live in Hokkaido with peace of mind.

We have decided to find out how you are studying Japanese
and use this information for future reference.

We would like to ask all foreigners currently living in
Hokkaido to please fill out the questionnaire.

Easy Japanese
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=wLjI
Yssa

English
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=kNuJj
SIB

Chinese (simplified)
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=BUgh
s3Rn

Chinese (traditional)
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=iBZU
62¢j

Korean (3F39])

https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJumin Web/EntryForm?id=0Cf{j6
LBA

Vietnamese (Tiéng Viét)
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=dor0Y
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oyQ
Burmese (B%m)

https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=0rZsG
uMH

Nepali (ﬁ'lTl?ﬂ)
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=QTLp
dzQq

Indonesian (bahasa Indonesia)
https://www.harp.lg.jp/SksJuminWeb/EntryForm?id=XMH
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Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the
attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the
friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga eng.htm

41218 1E (Chinese)

https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.ip/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}7}d7} B4l (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga
kr.htm

3. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2024

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2024 has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study j/job/guide.ht
ml

(Japanese, English, Chinese (simplified), Chinese
(traditional), Korean)

4. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use
(J.TEST)

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
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taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

The 167th session

Test Date: Mar. 12, 2023 (Sun.)

Application Period: Jan. 9, 2023 (Mon.)—Feb. 9, 2023
(Thu.)

The 168th

Examination Date: May 14, 2023 (Sun.)

Application Period: Mar. 13 (Mon.) to Apr. 13 (Thu.), 2023
¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese)
https://j-test.jp/

Japanese Language NAT-TEST
The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).
February Examination
Test Date: Feb. 19 (Sun.) Application Deadline: Jan.
20 (Fri.)
April examination
Date of Examination: Apr. 23 (Sun.) Application
Deadline: Mar. 24 (Fri.)
% For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess
communication skills such as language used in Japanese
business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

YFor details & application, please visit
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)

Edited and Issued by Hokkaido International Exchange
and Cooperation Center (HIECC)

Hokkaido Govt. Annex BLDG 12th floor, West 7 North 3,
Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0003
Tel: +81-11-221-7840


https://j-test.jp/
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/

Website: https://www.hiecc.or.jp/

If you wish to register or withdraw, please send a message
to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

Links to relevant sites

Hokkaido Disaster Prevention Information
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English,
Chinese (traditional), Chinese (simplified), Korean,
Russian)

Hokkaido Tourism Organization HOKKAIDO LOVE!
(Hokkaido Official Tourism Website)

https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, Chinese

(traditional), Chinese (simplified), Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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