NIV _a—RLA— F2UE

HIECC E-mail Newsletter Vol.24

(2023.7)
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
EEEEEEEEEEEEER

NIvHZa—RLE—It. THEE = ATHS

Um—mNﬁL\ T3 LA M=tz F & FEomnLES
E’(DT:HI’;“’HEIAO) = 4u: 1N 1

W B 0 Fri. TEE os

SL&< < = ) A ” 3
. BB v ErE 2R cH T BHRaLEs
&
BIFTLET,
*An English version of this newsletter follows

the Japanese version.
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https://www. city. eniwa. hokkaido. jp/soshikikarasaga
su/kikakushinkoubu/kikakuka/shimaitoshi_yukotoshi_
kokusaikoryu/1/16159. html
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https://www. city. eniwa. hokkaido. jp/soshikikarasaga

su/keizaibu/hananokyotenseibishitsu_hanatomidori_k
ankoka/hanahuruhananokyoten/7149. html
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The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents
who had lived in the prefecture.

1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Eniwa City, Kushiro
City, Sunagawa City, Bibai City, and Ishikari City
About the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center
2. Information from the Hokkaido Government
3. Information on Employment
4. Information on Learning Japanese
Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST)
Japanese Language NAT-TEST
BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

1. Useful information about Hokkaido

Information from Municipalities — Eniwa City, Kushiro
City, Sunagawa City, Bibai City, and Ishikari City


http://www.nat-test.com/
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/

Eniwa City Event Information

(1) Cycle Festa Eniwa 2023
This cycling event is designed to re-discover the charm of
Eniwa and promote health using bicycles.

Period: September 1 (Fri.) — September 24 (Sun.), 2023
https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/kurashi/shiseijoho/mac
hizukuri/jitensha/1/12872.html

(2) Walking and Quiz Rally

Eniwa boasts numerous charming spots and trails where
one can enjoy nature on foot. Join in the fun of walking!
Period: July 1 (Sat.) — October 31 (Tue.), 2023
https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/kurashi/kenko_fukushi
/kenko/1/10200.html

(3) Japanese Conversation and Intercultural Exchange
Salon in Eniwa

The Eniwa Foreigner Support Club, a volunteer citizens’

group, organizes this salon. It provides opportunities to

practice Japanese conversation with Japanese people.

https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/soshikikarasagasu/kika

kushinkoubu/kikakuka/shimaitoshi_yukotoshi_kokusaikory
u/1/16159.html

(4) Road and River Station “Flower Road Eniwa”

This facility features a digital signage screen that provides
tourist information, which can be switched among five
different languages: English, Simplified Chinese,
Traditional Chinese, Korean, and Thai.
https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/soshikikarasagasu/keiz

aibu/hananokyotenseibishitsu hanatomidori kankoka/hana
huruhananokyoten/7149.html

Kushiro City Tourism Information

Enjoy the Natural Environment of Kushiro-shitsugen
(Kushiro Wetland) through Ecotourism

Located in the eastern part of Hokkaido, Kushiro-shitsugen
became the first Ramsar Site in Japan in 1980. It is the
largest marshland in the country and is marked by a
network of tributaries of the Kushiro River, which flows
through the marsh from north to south. The marsh is home
to a variety of rare flora and fauna species, including the
red-crowned crane, which is a special natural monument of
Japan, and the Siberian salamander. Kushiro-shitsugen,
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designated as a national park in 1987, is noted for its well-
protected core area, preserving its untouched natural
beauty.

Over 170 wild bird species have been confirmed in the
marshland, making it an excellent spot for birdwatching. It
annually draws many tourists and birdwatchers from both
within Japan and abroad. The marshland’s iconic bird, the
red-crowned crane, is known as sarorun-kamuy, or the god
of the marshland in Ainu, the language of the indigenous
Ainu people, and has been cherished since ancient times.
During the winter, feeding sites for the cranes are
established around the marshland, offering visitors the
opportunity to observe these birds up close in their natural
habitat.

Two viewpoints near the marshland provide stunning views
of the vast wetland expanse and the majestic Kushiro River
that flows through it. For those wishing to see more of the
natural beauty of the marshland, there is a wide variety of
facilities and programs to enjoy the wetland throughout the
four seasons. These include activities such as strolling
along wooden walkways, canoeing down the river,
horseback riding tours, and even camping and cross-
country skiing. The wide array of available tours caters to
various interests and fitness levels.

Since the marshland’s designation under the Ramsar
Convention, our center has been dedicated to promoting
ecotourism, a practice that contributes to environmental
conservation. We simultaneously strive to introduce unique
facets and significance of the region, including its natural
environment, historical heritage, and cultural richness. We
invite you to join our local tours to fully experience the
wonders and breathtaking beauty of the area.

We eagerly await your visit.

(1)Kushiro International Wetland Centre (KIWC)

https://www.kiwc.net/english/
Phone: 0154-32-3110
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kushiroKIWC/

(2)Kushiro Shitsugen National Park Liaison Association
http://www.kushiro-shitsugen-np.jp
Phone: 0154-31-4594

Sunagawa City Tourism Information
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(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets
shops and cafes.

In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book
marks

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis

Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido
Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also
available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

(3) Sunagawa Oasis Park

This waterside recreation area was created on the site of the
former Ishikari River. The waterfront recreation area covers
an area of 100 hectares, where visitors can enjoy yachting,
canoeing, fishing, and other activities. The surrounding
footpaths allow visitors to fully enjoy nature walks and bird
watching, and the park is an “oasis” for citizens, providing
a relaxing space for jogging, barbequing, dog walking, and
other activities.

https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/

Other: inbound website
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Bibai City Tourist Information

(1) Bibai City Historical Museum

This museum showcases numerous exhibits highlighting
nature, industries, culture, and everyday life in Bibai. It
even features the hands-on experience of touching a
gigantic coal pillar that weighs 3.5 tons.

Address: Nishi 2-jo, Minami 1-chome 2-1, Bibai
Phone: 0126-62-1110

Hours: 9:00 — 17:00 (last admission: 16:30)

Closed: Mondays, Tuesdays, and the year-end and New


https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp/
https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Year holidays

Admission fees: Adults: 300 yen, Elementary and junior
high school students: 70 yen
https://www.city.bibai.hokkaido.jp/soshiki/37/

(2) Miyajima-numa Waterbird and Wetland Center
Miyajima-numa, a designated wetland under the Ramsar
Convention, serves as a stopover for numerous migratory
birds, including the national natural monument-designated
greater white-fronted goose. The site is known to attract
more than 50,000 of these geese during the spring and fall
seasons.

Address: Oomagari 3-ku Nishi Bibai-cho, Bibai

Phone: 0126-66-5066

Hours: 9:00 — 17:00

Notes: During the peak goose-migration periods, the
center’s operating hours are extended (until approximately
18:30 in the spring and 17:30 in the fall). Restrooms are
accessible from around sunrise during these peak seasons.
Closed: Mondays, the day after a national holiday, and the
year-end and New Year holidays
https://www.city.bibai.hokkaido.jp/site/miyajimanuma/848.
html

Information from the Ishikari City Government

The Ishikari City Government organizes Heartful Japanese
Language Salon, where foreigners can learn Japanese while
interacting with local residents.

Days and hours: Every 2nd and 4th Thursday from July to
November, 18:30 —20:30 (2 hours)

Eligibility: Foreigners living or working in Ishikari City
Fee: 200 yen

For more information and to apply, visit the following
website.
http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html (only in Japanese)

2. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the
attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the


https://www.city.bibai.hokkaido.jp/soshiki/37/
https://www.city.bibai.hokkaido.jp/site/miyajimanuma/848.html
https://www.city.bibai.hokkaido.jp/site/miyajimanuma/848.html
http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html

friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga eng.htm

41 &3@E{E (Chinese)

https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}7+d 7} F41 (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga
kr.htm

3. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2024

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2024” has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after study j/job/guide.ht
ml

(Japanese, English, Chinese (simplified), Chinese
(traditional), Korean)

4. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use
(J.TEST)

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

The 170th session

Test Date: September. 10, 2023 (Sun.)

Application Period: July. 17, 2023 (Mon.)—August.10,
2023 (Thu.)

The 171th

Examination Date: November 5, 2023 (Sun.)

Application Period: September. 11 (Mon.) to October. 5
(Thu.), 2023

Y For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese)
https://j-test.jp/

Japanese Language NAT-TEST
The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
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comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).
October Examination
Test Date: October. 15 (Sun.) Application Deadline:
September. 15 (Fri.)
December examination
Date of Examination: December. 10 (Sun.)
Application Deadline: November. 10 (Fri.)
% For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess
communication skills such as language used in Japanese
business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

wFor details & application, please visit
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)
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English, CT, CS, Korean, Russian)
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- dbiEE # JREL #4848 HOKKAIDO LOVE! (Hokkaido

Official Tourism Website)
https://www. visit—-hokkaido. jp/ (Japanese,

English, CT, GCS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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