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The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents
who had lived in the prefecture.

1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Abashiri City, Ishikari


https://j-test.jp/
http://www.nat-test.com/
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/

City, Sunagawa City, Okushiri Town, Shikabe Town,
and Yubetsu Town

About the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center
2. Information from the Hokkaido Government
3. Information on Employment
4. Information on Learning Japanese
Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST)
Japanese Language NAT-TEST
BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

1. Useful information about Hokkaido

Information from Municipalities: Abashiri City,
Ishikari City, Sunagawa City, Okushiri Town, Shikabe
Town, and Yubetsu Town

Abashiri City Event Information

Spring Crab Battle in Abashiri (May 19, 2024)

This event provides an opportunity to enjoy spring crabs with
visitors from all over Japan as well as overseas.

The hairy crab fishing season in the seas near Abashiri begins
in mid-March when all the drift ice has gone.

In May, when the Spring Crab Battle in Abashiri is held, the
hairy crabs have firm meat and rich miso (innards) because of
the abundant animal and plant plankton available under the drift
ice to feed on during the winter.

The venue is crowded as locally caught hairy crabs boiled in
large pots are sold at bargain prices and other gourmet food is
available at stalls of restaurants in the city.

“Kanimaki” is the main event of Spring Crab Battle in Abashiri
when staff scatter crabs into the air like the traditional
mochimaki (scattering rice cakes), and the crowd of participants
can catch these.

*Only those who win the prior lottery are eligible to participate
in Kanimaki.

The Spring Crab Battle in Abashiri is full of fun activities to
enjoy the best hairy crabs after the drift ice has gone and other
local gourmet food. Be sure to visit here!

https://visit-
abashiri.jp/en/event/a9c8fb9b66a680aac86002a14c0362fa38a
dcldc.html

(English, Chinese (traditional and simplified), Korean)
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Information from Ishikari City

Ishikari City presents “Nihongo Salon Heartful” events, where
people from overseas can learn Japanese while interacting with
local residents.

Date and time: 2nd and 4th Thursdays from May to November,
18:30 to 20:30 (2 hours)

Eligibility: Foreign nationals living or working in Ishikari City
Fee: 200 yen

For details & to apply, please visit here.
http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html (in Japanese)

Sunagawa City Tourism Information

(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets
shops and cafes.

In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book
marks

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis

Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido
Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also
available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.highway.oasis/

Information from Okushiri Town

Okushiri Tsunami Memorial Hall

Photos and dioramas of the 1993 Hokkaido Nansei-Oki
Earthquake, children's essays, video documentaries recording
the disaster, and 198 Lights in memory of the 198 victims are
on display here with English commentary. The beautiful
greenish jade Chojigashira magatama (comma-shaped bead)


http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/
https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp/
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.highway.oasis/

that had been unearthed on the island is also on display.
https://www.town.okushiri.lg.jp/hotnews/detail/00003668.htm
1

Shikabe Town Tourism Information

(1) Shikabe Gourmet Food Festival

This year's festival, which marks the 100th anniversary of the
discovery of the Shikabe Geyser, will be even more spectacular
than in previous years.

Local mascot characters will provide entertainment and a
variety of delicious foods from Shikabe Town will be available.
Be sure to visit the event!

Date: May 25 (Sat.), 2024
Place: Roadside Rest Area Shikabe Geyser Park (18-1 Shikabe,
Kayabe-gun, Hokkaido)

Inquiries

Food and Tourism Section, Shikabe Town Hall
Phone: 01372-7-5293

Fax: 01372-7-3086

(2) Roadside Rest Area Shikabe Geyser Park

This experience-focused roadside rest area features hot
spring and seafood delights. It offers a variety of unique
attractions, including a rare geyser, relaxing footbath, and
selection of local seafood products, notably local specialty
Shikabe Tarako (cod roe), in the product hall. Visitors can
also steam and savor fish and vegetables using hot spring
steam at the Hot Spring Steaming Spot. Meals prepared by
the beloved beach moms, members of the local fisheries

cooperative association’s women’s group, are also a
highlight.

The footbath in the park underwent renewal work in December
2023, and the system was improved so that the spouting water
from the geyser now flows directly into the footbath through a
conduit, allowing visitors to enjoy the hot spring more fully.
There is also a space where visitors can walk barefoot and take
pictures without putting on shoes even when the geyser erupts.
Visit the Roadside Rest Area Shikabe Geyser Park, now more
enjoyable than ever before!

Address: 18-1 Shikabe, Shikabe, Kayabe-gun, Hokkaido
Phone: 01372-7-5655

Fax: 01372-7-7733

Hours (March 20 — November 30)

Mon. — Thu.: 9:00 — 17:00

Fri. — Sun., national holidays: 8:30 — 18:00

Admission: 300 yen for adults, 200 yen for children


https://www.town.okushiri.lg.jp/hotnews/detail/00003668.html
https://www.town.okushiri.lg.jp/hotnews/detail/00003668.html

(elementary and junior high school students)
*The above fees include the use of the footbath.
https://shikabe-tara.com/

Yubetsu Town Tourism Information

Kamiyubetsu Tulip Park

This park in Yubetsu Town is beautifully decorated with
700,000 tulips of some 200 varieties. The Yubetsu Tulip Fair is
held from May 1 to 31, when food and souvenirs can also be
bought.

The best time to see the tulips is from mid to late May.

The admission fee for a one-day pass is 600 yen for adults (high
school students and older) and 300 yen for children (elementary
and junior high school students).

Address: Kamiyubetsu Tonden Shigaichi, Yubetsu

Phone: 01586-8-7356
https://www.town.yubetsu.lg.jp/tourism/enjoy/detail.html?con
tent=358

— — Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located on
the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government Annex Building.
If you have any problems in your daily life concerning such
matters as visa status, work, taxes, pension, etc., please feel
free to contact the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center.
Various social media (Facebook, LINE, WeChat, Skype,
WhatsApp, Kakao Talk) can also be used.

For more details, please click here.
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/ (in 12 languages including
Japanese, English, Chinese, etc.)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

2. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the
attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the
friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm
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£ 47815 (Chinese)
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}l7+d7F 4l (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga
kr.htm

3. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2025

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2025 has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after study j/job/guide.ht

ml
(Japanese, English)

GaijinPot

The largest job site for foreign nationals in Japan. The site
allows you to search by keyword, and also lists companies that
accept applications from overseas.

https://gaijinpot.com/ja/

4. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use
J.TEST)

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

The 174th

Test Date: May 12 (Sun.), 2024

Application Period: March18 (Mon.), 2024 to April 10 (Wed.),
2024

The 175th

Test Date: July 14 (Sun.), 2024

Application Period: May 20 (Mon.) to June 12 (Wed.),
2024

% For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese)
https://j-test.jp/
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Japanese Language NAT-TEST

The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).

% For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess
communication skills such as language used in Japanese
business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

¥ For details & application, please visit
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)
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Hokkaido Govt. Annex BLDG 12th floor, West7 North3,
Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0003

TEL: +81-11-221-7840
HP: https://www.hiecc.or.jp/
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*If you wish to register or withdraw, please send a message
to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

s HE A (Links to relevant sites)


https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/
https://www.hiecc.or.jp/

i

FEoMWNESIEISNEEIIED
~db¥EiE B E 1 (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention
Information)
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,
CS, Korean, Russian)

FEonWNESMAZIHILAZ) & 2 5
-Jifi BOE 9 FEHE HOKKAIDO LOVE!
(Hokkaido Official Tourism Website)
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,
CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)



https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/

