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The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents who

had lived in the prefecture.

——Table of Contents

1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Sunagawa City,
Takikawa City, Kuchan Town and Sobetsu Town
2. Information from the HIECC
3. Information from the Hokkaido Government
4. Information on Employment

5. Information on Learning Japanese
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1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Sunagawa City,

Takikawa City, Kuchan Town and Sobetsu Town

Information from Sunagawa City

(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets
shops and cafes.

In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book

marks
https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis
Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido


https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/

Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also
available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.

https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.highway.oasis/

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawa highway oasis/

(3) Sunagawa Qasis Park

This waterside recreation area was created on the site of the
former Ishikari River. The waterfront recreation area covers
an area of 100 hectares, where visitors can enjoy yachting,
canoeing, fishing, and other activities. The surrounding
footpaths allow visitors to fully enjoy nature walks and bird
watching, and the park is an “oasis” for citizens, providing
a relaxing space for jogging, barbequing, dog walking, and
other activities.

https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/

Other: inbound website
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Information from Takikawa City

The Takikawa International Exchange Association offers a
Japanese conversation program “Takikawa Nihongo Hiroba”
where you can interact with local Japanese and other foreign
participants. Upcoming events will be held on the following
dates: July 27 (Sun), August 24 (Sun), September 7 (Sat),
September 21 (Sat), October 19 (Sun), November 30(Sun)
2025

http://www.msknet.ne.jp/~tiea/

https://www.facebook.com/tieafds/?locale=ja JP

Information from Kuchan Town

(1) Kutchan Japanese Language Salon “Niko-chan”
You can study Japanese and chat with local people at this
salon. Meetings are held on Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. and Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

For information on dates when the salon is closed, please see
the Multicultural Coexistence page of the Kutchan Town
website.
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/town_administratio



https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp/
https://www.instagram.com/sunagawa_highway_oasis/
https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/town_administration/intecultural/

n/intecultural/

(2) 63rd Kutchan Potato Festival

This annual summer festival celebrates Kutchan’s famous
potatoes with a variety of events for all ages.

Popular activities include “Potato Grab,” where participants
fill a bag with potatoes to take home, and “Steamed Potato
Giveaway,” where freshly steamed potatoes are handed out
to taste for free, while a fireworks display concludes the
festivities.

(The festival will be held on Saturday, Augst 2 and Sunday,
August 3, 2025.)
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/tourism/jaga-
matsuri/63 jaga-matsuri/

Information from Sobetsu Town

Sobetsu Town is located within a two-hour driving distance
from New Chitose Airport. It is home to valuable geological
heritage sites, including Mt. Showa Shinzan, a national
natural monument and part of Lake Toya-Usu Geopark, a
UNESCO Global Geopark. The town also offers delicious
fruit like strawberries, cherries, grapes, and apples,
vegetables, and numerous hot springs.

https://sobetsu-kanko.com/

2. Information from the HIECC

Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located on
the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government Annex Building.
If you have any problems in your daily life concerning such
matters as visa status, work, taxes, pension, etc., please feel
free to contact the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center.
Various social media (Facebook, LINE, WeChat, Skype,
WhatsApp, Kakao Talk) can also be used.

For more details, please click here.
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/ (in 12 languages including
Japanese, English, Chinese, etc.)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

Promoting Hokkaido’s Attractions by International

Students (Social Media)


https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/town_administration/intecultural/
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/tourism/jaga-matsuri/63_jaga-matsuri/
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/tourism/jaga-matsuri/63_jaga-matsuri/
https://sobetsu-kanko.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

International students studying at universities in Hokkaido
post about the attractions of Hokkaido on the social media.
You can search posts by country.

https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html

3. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the
attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the

friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga eng.htm
415818 (Chinese)
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}7}#A17} Al (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga

kr.htm

4. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2025

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2026 has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after study j/job/guide.ht
ml

(Japanese, English)

GaijinPot

The largest job site for foreign nationals in Japan. The site
allows you to search by keyword, and also lists companies that
accept applications from overseas.

https://gaijinpot.com/ja/


https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_kr.htm
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_kr.htm

5. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use
J.TEST)

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

The 182nd

Test Date: September 7 (Sun.), 2025

Application Period: July 22 (Tue.), 2025 to August 6
(Wed.), 2025

The 183rd

Test Date: November 2 (Sun.), 2025

Application Period: September 16 (Tue.) to October 1
(Wed.), 2025

¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese)

https://j-test.jp/

Japanese Language NAT-TEST

The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).

¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test
The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess

communication skills such as language used in Japanese


https://j-test.jp/

business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

*For details & application, please visit

https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)
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Hokkaido Govt. Annex BLDG 12th floor, West 7 North 3,
Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0003

TEL: +81-11-221-7840

HP: https://www.hiecc or.jp/
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*If you wish to register or withdraw, please send a message

to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

s a4 (L1nks to relevant sites)
Iomng
iﬂi{ﬁ é |3)5ﬁ<‘ G #*El?i (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention
Information)

https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,

CS, Korean, Russian)

- JEHEE B #HE HOKKATDO LOVE! (Hokkaido
Official Tourism Website)
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,
CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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